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 Friday 9th September 2022 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

Our First Week of School 
 

What a week! It’s been wonderful welcoming the children into school each day. Naturally, there were 
a few nervous faces and butterflies in tummies on Monday (including for myself and a few new 
members of staff) but as the week has gone on, everyone in The Prep has found their rhythm and 
bounce.  

It’s been a week of building relationships to create wellbeing in order to feel a sense of belonging in 
our school. The children have been engaging in all manner of activities thinking about who they are, 
what they like and don’t like and sharing with their peers their interests and passions. Getting to know 
each other and understand each other is crucial at the start of every academic year. It’s only when 
there’s a sense of team and ‘we’re all in this together’ can a new class of children begin to establish 
the boundaries they think they need to be learning superstars. It was wonderful visiting classes seeing 
the children have some agency in co-constructing their Class Charters to support them in the choices 
they make.  

We’ve had two highly contrasting assemblies this week. My first whole school assembly, supported by 
some Lego friends and Disney’s Piper, began my journey in teaching the children that if we were going 
to be the best school in the world, where EveryONE is Awesome, we needed to adopt a growth 
mindset, celebrate mistakes and love the struggle of learning. Today in contrast we marked the 
passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The children were so respectful, listening intently and 
answering and asking questions about her great life. We finished by singing the beautiful 60th Diamond 
Jubilee song Sing by Gary Barlow & Andrew Lloyd Webber. The children have never sung in an 
assembly before so to see their faces… it’s something I’ll never forget! 

I’d like to thank you parents, for giving me such a warm welcome this week. It was lovely to meet and 
chat with many Year 1 & Year 2 parents at the Meet My Community event on Thursday. I’ve really 
appreciated the constructive feedback and amazingly positive feedback about the launch of our 
Enriched Curriculum Activities programme of 58 contrasting opportunities for your child to follow a 
passion or find something new that they are interested in. I believe big steps forward have been made 
in the sign-up systems and processes we have used but like everything, there’s always more we can 
do to try and do things better. Please let us know if your child missed out so we can review our 
provision and analyse waiting lists.   

Next week, we will start to sink our teeth into the curriculum! I’ve loved every minute of this week 
and can’t wait for the next. I hope you all have a wonderful weekend full of fun and quality time with 
family and friends.  

 

Mr. Simon Underhill 
Headteacher 
'Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.' Samuel Beckett, playwright 
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Forthcoming Calendar Events 

• Monday 12th September 3:15pm – 4:15pm: ECA programme starts for Years 1, 2, 5 & 6 

• Thursday 15th September: Reception full days commence 

• Thursday 15th September 3:20pm – 4:15pm: Meet My Community event for Reception parents – 
meet in the classroom  

 
Underwood Hall – from Mr. Timmins 
I could not have hoped or wished for a nicer start to Underwood Hall's second year. We welcomed 
eleven new boarders and their families on Monday afternoon who were later joined by those who are 
returning. As you would expect, it has been a week with much to learn and absorb in terms of routines 
but we have also managed plenty of time to get to know one another with team building activities 
coupled with some firm favourites like Lego, cards and Uno - although agreeing on our local 
Underwood rules for this has caused some fierce debate! There is much happening this weekend and 
although we are not venturing offsite, we plan to pack in loads, including: launching 'The Underwood 
100' - which is a list of 100 things that every boarder 'should' have done before they leave us!  
 
Finally, and forgive the plug, but do remember that for those of you on Twitter, you can follow 
Underwood Hall at @BoardingWCPS   
 
Class Reps 
Are you interested in supporting other parents in your child’s class? Would you like to volunteer to be 
a liaison between school and the parents in your class?  
 
I would really like to set up a support group of Class Reps who would help deliver reminders from 
school to their class parent community. The idea is to have one Class Rep for each class who would 
create a class WhatsApp group. I would meet with the group of Class Reps each month to gather 
feedback on parent wants and wishes and together plan how we can continuously improve the things 
we do. If you are interested, please email head@wymondhamcollegeprepschool.org  
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Library Volunteers 
We were wondering if there were any parents or other family members who might be able to dedicate 
some time to supporting us to complete cataloguing our wonderful new books in our library into our 
database. If you can help, please email head@wymondhamcollegeprepschool.org 
 
Friends of Wymondham College Prep School 
After the success of the collection in March there is another Bags2school collection on Wednesday 
21st September. Please see the attached letter for further information. Any bags can be used for 
donations but each child will come home with a clear bag from Bag2School in their book bag over the 
next week.  
 
Bags2schoolaccept the following ‘good quality’ items for RE-USE*: 

• Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing 
• Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around) 
• Handbags 
• Hats 
• Bags 
• Scarves and ties 
• Jewellery 
• Lingerie 
• Socks 
• Belts 
• Soft toys 
• Household linen 
• Household curtains 
• Household towels 
• Household bedding (bed sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers) 

Bags2school DO NOT accept: 
• Duvets and blankets 
• Pillows and cushions 
• Carpets, rugs and mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats) 
• Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing 
• School uniforms with and without logo 
• Corporate clothing and workwear 
• Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material 

Bags2school reserves the right to refuse any unsuitable items 
 

Please bring your bag (or bags!) to the bicycle shelter (by the main prep reception) on the 21st 
September by 9am and help us have a really good collection again. Boarders are able to drop any bags 
at underwood hall the weekend prior to collection and drop them off on the 21st September.  
 
Pre-loved school uniform collection 
Should you have any uniform that you are no longer in need of and could benefit someone else, 
FOWCP will be collecting items over the next two weeks. A deposit box will be placed in reception 
from Friday 9th until Friday 23rd September. Items with and without a logo can be donated as well as 
shoes. Please ensure that items donated are usable and name labels removed where possible. 
 
We plan to arrange some pop-up pre-loved sales at future events we will also continue to use class 
list to list items for sale so please do sign up if you haven’t already.  
 
Should you have any questions please as a member of the FOWCP committee or contact the FOWCP 
at friendsofwymondhamcollegeprep@mail.com 
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The Trim Trail 
If your child chooses to go on the wonderful new Trim Trail in the Year 1/2 Playground after school 
when they are collected, please ensure they are supervised on the equipment as today, someone had 
a nasty fall.   
 
Parking 
Thank you everyone for using the new map outlining where everyone is parking. So far things are 
running very smoothly. We are planning how we can create a more extensive drop and go space. As 
the school grows over the coming years this will be an important part of our development.  
Start of the School Day 
Please note that our school day starts at 8:30am with registration being taken at 8:45am. There’s a 
whole host of wonderful learning opportunities we’d like all of our pupils to experience between 
8:30am and 9:00am 
 
Premier Education Breakfast & After School Wraparound Care 
The team from Premier Education have had an absolutely fantastic first week. We’ve had great 
feedback from pupils and parents this week. Please see the attached flyer if you are interested in your 
child taking advantage of this care.  
 
Parent Workshops 
I will be planning a sequence of Parent Workshops on a wide variety of different topics. I’m eager to 
hear from parents on what they’d like more information about or if there’s any particular area of their 
child’s development they would like a workshop or more information on. Please get in touch by 
sending an email to head@wymondhamcollegeprepschool.org  
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