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 Friday 16th September 2022 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Our Second Week of School 
 

It’s been quite a momentous week on many counts. We’ve had a wonderful transition to diving into 
the curriculum this week. The children are establishing routines and quickly adapting to expectations. 
Do you remember that feeling of writing on the first page of a new exercise book? Seeing the children 

learning to take pride in their books is a special thing to see. The classroom working walls are starting 
to fill with key vocabulary and models and images and there’s a lovely buzz humming around the 

school as we all practise new things, make mistakes and struggle to commit new information to our 
long term memories. 
 

This week also saw the start of our Enriched Curriculum Activities programme, launching a breadth of 
fifty-eight curriculum opportunities for the children to explore! Thank you to those of you who have 
made a point of stopping to say thank you for our efforts. I am immensely proud of what  we are trying 

to do for our children and excited about how our programme can grow, become more varied, include 
more pupil voice and choice and inspire our children to find new passions and interests. We are a state 

school with the aspiration to do something extraordinary!  

• PLEASE let us know if your child couldn’t get into an ECA they really wanted to do; we have 
waiting lists and we are looking at rebalancing things based on need.  

 
It's been a special time for our newest members of our community – the Reception Robins and Rabbits. 
The children have had a fantastic transition into their school, carefully managed by the Reception 

team. Thursday was the children’s first full day which included for the first time – lunch! The 
expectation and excitement in the build-up to going to the hall to eat hot food was palpable! But 

strangely, when the Robins and Rabbits got in the hall there was a mysterious hallowed silence as they 
nervously carried their own trays across the hall to their tables. Many sat down not quite believing it 
was happening, staring at their food. The flurry of staff around them soon supported them and guided 

them to tuck in. I don’t think I’ve ever cut up so many jacket potatoes.  
 

We have made a huge change in culture as to how we support the children with their behaviour 
choices, focusing on restorative justice and supporting pupils to solve problems and fix poor choices. 
Members of staff are using WARMM conversations to guide the children to acknowledge a poor 

choice, reflect on how other people might feel, plan how to how to make things better and learn from 
their mistakes.  
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In the Reception & KS1 Assembly this week we focused on the simple questions, “Am I making 
someone happy? Or am I making somebody sad?” The more children can be led to reflect on these 

two questions, the choices they make very quickly change.  
 

It’s been wonderful to get so many offers of help and support in setting up a new communication 
stream between school and our parent community and lots of people have offered to help with the 
library – thank you!  

 
Your child should have some schema of the historic events that will unfold on Monday as a result of 
our assembly yesterday. The children were fascinated watching the news clips and couldn’t hide their 

shock when they realised our bank notes, coins and stamps will have a different face on them very 
soon. I hope you all come together as a family on Monday and that your weekend is relaxing and full 

of fun with family and friends. I can’t wait for Week 3!  
 
Looking forward to seeing you on Tuesday! 

 
Mr. Simon Underhill 
 
Headteacher 

'Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.' Samuel Beckett, playwright 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Forthcoming Calendar Events 
* Wednesday 21st September – Bag2School collection by 9:00am by the Bike Sheds (clothes can be 

brought in any bag if you can’t find the clear Bag2School bag that should be in your child’s book bag) 
* Friday 23rd September 2022 – Meet My Community for Y5 & Y6 parents and pupils 2:30pm – 

3:15pm (meet in the Hall) 
* Friday 30th September – Friends of Wymondham College Prep School Bakesale 3:00pm – 4:15pm 

 
Underwood Hall – from Mr. Timmins 
We enjoyed the very first weekend of the new academic year last week. I have said it many times 

before but weekends are one of those very special elements of boarding and are one of the many 
elements that forge those strong friendships between the boarders. We didn’t venture offsite but we 
crammed plenty in including a treasure hunt, bingo, film night, chapel with the college, domino rally 

building and a bit of footy on the Astro. It will be more of the same this weekend but we will also be 
joining with the nation on Monday and watching the funeral of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II . 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Appropriate Clothing for Sports & Physical Activity ECAs 
I have received some valuable feedback from parents about the notice that went out on Wednesday 
about pupils wearing PE kit to school on the days they have a Sport or Physical Activity ECA. I 

completely understand some people’s frustration about this decision as they now don’t have enough 
PE kit. Please know that this request was made putting the interests of the children’s safety and 
wellbeing first. As the weather changes, uniform is likely to get damaged if being worn in an outdoor 

ECA. For PE lessons we request pupils wear PE kit; I therefore think PE kit should be worn for Sports 
ECAs.  

 
The option of pupils getting changed between 3:15 & 3:30 unfortunately is not practically possible as 
members are staff are supervising the children getting safely into the hands of their parents, to After 

School Wraparound Care and up to six different ECA locations. 
 

Having considered the feedback, for this year, if you choose for your child to wear their normal school 
uniform for a Sports / Physical Activity ECA, please be aware that if your child has an accident as a 
result of the clothes they are wearing or if their uniform is damaged, this is at the parent’s own risk. If 

you choose for your child to do their ECA in uniform they must at least bring into school with them 
appropriate footwear to slip on at the start of their ECA. 
 

Drop Off Bays 
Some parents have raised the really good point that we appear to have lost drop off bays. We still do 

have a drop off bay with space for up to two cars at the front of the school, just before the newly 
painted disabled parking bay. There will be a member of staff on duty outside of the school gate to 
support parents who drop their child off at this location.  



Where should Y1 & Y2 parents congregate? 
With Y1 & Y2 parents parking to the side of the school, if parents could congregate in the space directly 

outside the main entrance of the school rather than queue up in the car park to the side, I think 
everyone will be that little bit more safe, away from the main College drive and potentially cars moving 

out of their parking bays.  
 
Road safety 

Please ensure when driving to the College you exercise extreme caution on the approach roads and 
school car parks. The speed limit on the Campus is 10 mph. The new pavement has reduced the risk 
to pedestrians on Golf Links Road, particularly when mornings and evenings are darker. At times of 

peak traffic volume, cars can sometimes back up from the Besthorpe end of the road with stationary 
vehicles at the crossing point. Please be extra cautious and alert for pedestrians at these times. 

 
Online Safety Resource 
As part of your online safety subscription, please find attached an updated Parent Online Safety 

booklet, which includes an overview of key parental controls of platforms and software. I hope you 
find it useful. 
  

 
Friends of Wymondham College Prep School 

After the success of the collection in March there is another Bags2school collection on Wednesday 
21st September. Please see the attached letter for further information. Any bags can be used for 
donations but look in your child’s book bag to see the clear bag from Bag2School they’ve been given.  

 
Bags2schoolaccept the following ‘good quality’ items for RE-USE*: 

• Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing 

• Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around) 
• Handbags 

• Hats 
• Bags 
• Scarves and ties 

• Jewellery 
• Lingerie 

• Socks 
• Belts 
• Soft toys 

• Household linen 
• Household curtains 
• Household towels 

• Household bedding (bed sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers) 
Bags2school DO NOT accept: 

• Duvets and blankets 
• Pillows and cushions 
• Carpets, rugs and mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats) 

• Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing 
• School uniforms with and without logo 
• Corporate clothing and workwear 

• Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material 
Bags2school reserves the right to refuse any unsuitable items 

 



Please bring your bag (or bags!) to the bicycle shelter (by the main prep reception) on Wednesday 21st 
September by 9am and help us have a really good collection again. Boarders are able to drop any bags 

at underwood hall the weekend prior to collection and drop them off on the 21st September.  
 

Pre-loved school uniform collection 
Should you have any uniform that you are no longer in need of and could benefit someone else, 
FOWCP will be collecting items over the next two weeks. A deposit box will be placed in reception 

from Friday 9th until Friday 23rd September. Items with and without a logo can be donated as well as 
shoes. Please ensure that items donated are usable and name labels removed where possible.  
 

We plan to arrange some pop-up pre-loved sales at future events we will also continue to use class 
list to list items for sale so please do sign up if you haven’t already.   

 
Should you have any questions please as a member of the FOWCP committee or contact the FOWCP 
at friendsofwymondhamcollegeprep@mail.com 

 
And finally! There’s never a dull day! 
I simply had to tell you all about a little expedition that took place on Thursday after school… Miss. 

Sharp and Miss. Taylor came across a poorly pigeon who couldn’t fly! After spending a long time on 
the phone, and trying to safely catch the pigeon, they went off to PACT in Hingham to see if someone 

could help look after the bird. Thankfully, the pigeon is doing well after treatment. 
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