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 Friday 23rd September 2022 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

Our Third Week of School 
 

After the highly emotional long weekend, we’ve had a great four-day week with Autumn having finally 
arrived. Year 1 embraced this fact by going on a wonderful walk around the Wymondham College 
campus, focusing on the concept of change and observing, comparing and contrasting how different 
things look and feel in the environment and weather compared to what we experienced in the summer 
holiday. Seeing the older children of the college wave and interact with the Otters & Orcas is very 
special. 
 
I had a trip up to the College too this week to introduce myself to the Wymondham College staff in 
their Tuesday Staff Briefing. It was great to share our vision and aspiration for us to collaborate more 
on the curriculum, use their specialist subject expertise and create opportunities for interaction 
between the older pupils and our children. And Mrs. Fisher, Principal of Wymondham College, came 
to visit our Friday Briefing in our staffroom yesterday, sharing how she very much wants to be part of 
our school journey and work closely with us. 
 
Our focus on how as humans we continuously make good choices, and bad choices, continued this 
week, with me sharing to EYFS and KS1 the incredibly useful and simple message for us to continuously 
reflect Am I making somebody happy? or Am I making somebody sad? These two simple questions can 
instantaneously flip a difficult situation into a more positive one. I have also introduced these three 
phrases that we will be focusing on over the coming months for the pupils and adults in the school to 
use to support others with their choices. They are helpful sign posts about how we can make 
somebody think differently about the choices they are making.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Yesterday saw the last of our Meet My Community events, with our Y5 & Y6 parents coming into school 
to connect with each other, their child’s teacher and to see the school and hear a little bit about who 
I am and my aspiration for the school. As I’ve said numerous times, your feedback is crucial to our 
development. We need to hear your voice, thoughts, opinions, wants and wishes for us to mould 
things in a way that results in us being the most extraordinary state school in the country.  
 
Next week you will see our new agreed approach on Home Learning – notice Home Learning and not 
Home Work. We really want you and the children to value the fact that learning doesn’t just happen 
at school. I often find myself saying to the children that if they want to be a learning ‘superstar’ they 
need to practice recalling what they’ve done in school and keep trying to do things better. Reading 
every day at home is absolutely crucial and an expectation we are setting with the children. With 
Reading Record books established in EYFS and KS1, in Y5 & Y6 we will be using a very basic paper 
booklet Reading Record for the next few weeks whilst we interrogate a new electronic app that has 



fantastic potential to be a Reading Record as well as a huge motivator for reading for pleasure. We 
want to foster a community of life-long learners and we can’t do that without you and your input and 
engagement with your own child’s learning at home, developing those all-important values of 
persevering and doing your best.  
 
In our Whole School Assembly yesterday we had great fun singing and signing Build it High before 
revisiting my first assembly from Week 1 where we looked at what it means to have a Growth Mindset 
and the importance of celebrating how different we are. Posters of the importance of embracing, 
nourishing and celebrating failure and the mistakes we make will be going into all classrooms to 
support the fundamental fact that these two things are a crucial part of the learning process. For many, 
many children (and adults), this is difficult to value and appreciate. 
 

 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend full of fun and quality time with family and friends. I can’t 
wait for Week 4!  
 
Best wishes,  

 
Mr. Simon Underhill 
 
Headteacher 
'Ever tried. Ever failed. No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.' Samuel Beckett, playwright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Forthcoming Calendar Events 
* Monday 26th September 2022: School Photographs – see information below 
* Friday 30th September: Last day of Winter Uniform  
* Friday 30th September: Friends of Wymondham College Prep School Bakesale 3:00pm – 4:15pm 
* Friday 30th September: Boarding Open Evening Y5 – Y13 starting in WCPS Hall at 5:30pm – 8:30pm  
 
School Photographs 
On Monday 26th September we have the school photographer coming in to take portrait photos of 
individual pupils. Sibling photos will also be taken on the day. 
 
Please take note of the following: 
1) Otters need to come into school in their uniform on Monday. They will have PE on Thursday instead 
and need to wear their PE kit to school on this day.  
2) Toucans need to come into school in their uniform on Monday. They will have PE on Tuesday instead 
and need to wear their PE kit to school on this day.  
3) Y5 & Y6 pupils need to come into school in their PE kit and bring into school with them their uniform. 
This will be kept safe in spare classroom during the morning. After lunch, the girls and boys will change 
into their uniform in separate rooms in preparation for their photos. The Underwood Hall team are 
aware of this arrangement and will ensure the boarders have everything they need. 
4) If your child has a Sport or Physical Activity ECA after school, pupils will be given the opportunity to 
get changed into the PE kit they bring in with them 
 
We will of course get information to you as soon as it is available about how you can see the photos 
taken and purchase any that you may want. 
 
Where should Y1 & Y2 parents congregate? 
With Y1 & Y2 parents parking to the side of the school, if parents could congregate in the space directly 
outside the main entrance of the school rather than queue up in the car park to the side, I think 
everyone will be that little bit safer, away from the main College drive and potentially cars moving out 
of their parking bays.  
  
Friends of Wymondham College Prep School 
Thank you everyone for your amazing effort in supporting the charity Bags2school. We will let you 
know soon how much money we raised. We are looking forward to seeing you at the Bake Sale on 
Friday 30th September 3:00pm – 4:15pm 
 
Should you have any uniform that you are no longer in need of and could benefit someone else, 
FOWCP will be collecting items over the next two weeks. A deposit box will be placed in reception 
from Friday 9th until Friday 23rd September. Items with and without a logo can be donated as well as 
shoes. Please ensure that items donated are usable and name labels removed where possible. 
 
We plan to arrange some pop-up pre-loved sales at future events we will also continue to use class 
list to list items for sale so please do sign up if you haven’t already.  
 
Should you have any questions please as a member of the FOWCP committee or contact the FOWCP 
at friendsofwymondhamcollegeprep@mail.com 


