
WCPS History Curriculum Overview 2022 – 2023 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WCPS Curriculum Intent for History 
 
History helps children to develop their own sense of identity and enables them to consider how past events and significant people have shaped 
the world we live in today. Our high-quality history education will help our pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past 
and that of the wider world. It will inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Our teaching will equip pupils to ask perceptive 
questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the 
complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own 
identity and the challenges of their time. 
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EYFS Statutory Framework History Related Objectives 

 
Past and present  

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society   

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class   

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.  

 

EYFS History Curriculum 

Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know some events which have happened in their past 
2. Pupils will know who Guy Fawkes is and why we celebrate bonfire night 
3. Pupils will know some of their own family traditions from past celebrations such as Christmas and Easter 
4. Pupils will know about farming in the past and life in a farmhouse in the past 
5. Pupils will know that older members of their family had different experiences to them 
6. Pupils will know why we celebrate Remembrance Day 
 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will experience life working on a farm 

• Pupils will see pictures of Guy Fawkes and watch and listen to firework sounds 

• Pupils will look at photos of older family members and artefacts 

• Pupils will hear about experiences from older members of their community 

 
Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to share their own experiences from the past 

• Pupils will develop being able to talk about past experiences at Christmas and Easter and what their family do 

• Pupils will develop being able to describe how many children lived and worked in the past 

• Pupils will develop being able to explain what the poppy represents on remembrance day 
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Wonder 

• I wonder how old the oldest person is I know… 

• I wonder what Guy Fawkes was plotting to do… 

• I wonder if every child had to work on the farm… 

• I wonder what the poppy means… 
 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Visiting Gressenhall and experiencing farming life in the past 
o Talking to older members of the community and seeing old photographs 
o Looking at books such as ‘Each Peach Pear Plum’ and ‘Peepo’ 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
old fashioned, past, present, history, museum, farm, farmhouse, difference 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WCPS History Curriculum: EYFS – Year 6  
 

4 
 

KS1 National Curriculum 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people 
and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They 
should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 
past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often 
introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3. 
 

Pupils should be taught about: 
 

• changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim 
Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 

• significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
 

Year 1 History Curriculum 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Who is the greatest history maker? 
 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know what it means for someone 

to ‘make history’.  

What does it take to be a great explorer? 
 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know the achievements of 

Ranulph Fiennes, the greatest living explorer. 

How do our favourite toys and games compare 
with those of children in the 1960s? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know why it is important for 

historians to divide up time. 
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2. Pupils will know why Guy Fawkes is 
commemorated on the 5th of November in 
the UK every year. 

3. Pupils will know what Marie Curie achieved 
in her life and why she is a history maker. 

4. Pupils will know what Wilma Rudolph 
achieved in her life and why she is a history 
maker. 

5. Pupils will know what Malala has achieved so 
far in her life and why she is a history maker. 

6. Pupils will know what perspective means 
when it comes to judging people and events. 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know why we use fireworks to 
celebrate Guy Fawkes Night. 

• Pupils will know how and why Malala won 
the Noble Peace Prize.  

• Pupils will know that every person can have a 
different perspective.  

• Pupils will know everyone has the potential 
to become a history maker.  

 
Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to identify  

• Pupils will develop being able to recognise  

• Pupils will develop being able to compare & 
contrast  

• Pupils will develop being able to summarise  

2. Pupils will know the accomplishments of 
Amy Johnson and give reasons which suggest 
why she can be considered remarkable given 
the role of women in society at the time. 

3. Pupils will know the main motives and 
achievements of explorer Christopher 
Columbus. 

4. Pupils will know the significance of Neil 
Armstrong’s triumph for mankind. 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know how women’s role in society 
has developed over time. 

• Pupils will know how people explored before 
there were aeroplanes.  

• Pupils will know why going on holiday abroad 
was so unusual in history. 

• Pupils will know about the planets in our 
solar system.  

 
Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to observe  

• Pupils will develop being able to interpret  

• Pupils will develop being able to recognise 

• Pupils will develop being able to describe 
 
Wonder 

• I wonder how long it takes to sail around the 
world on a boat… 

2. Pupils will know what significant things 
people remember from the 1960s. 

3. Pupils will know how toys and games from 
the 1960s compare with those of today. 

4. Pupils will know why there were no smart 
toys and games in the 1960’s. 

5. Pupils will know how and when the internet 
was invented. 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know how people lived without 
smartphones. 

• Pupils will know how people found 
information without the internet. 

• Pupils will know what materials toys were 
made from in the 1960’s.  

• Pupils will know why they play with different 
toys when they are a baby as they grow. 

 
Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to identify  

• Pupils will develop being able to describe  

• Pupils will develop being able to compare 

• Pupils will develop being able to observe  

• Pupils will develop being able to infer  
 
Wonder 

• I wonder what the most popular toy was in 
the 1960s… 
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• Pupils will develop being able to explain 
 
Wonder 

• I wonder what I could do to become a history 
maker… 

• I wonder how many other history makers I 
can think of…  

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Role playing/hot seating historical 

figures.  
o Read Little People, Big Dreams: Marie 

Curie. 
 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Guy Fawkes night, commemorate, Bonfire Night, 
annual, King James I, parliament, house of lords, 
cellar, gunpowder, plot, discovered, arrested, 
timeline, evidence, Scotland, Ireland, Poland, 
France, Ancient Egypt, United Kingdom, country, 
city, valley, childhood, encourage, president, 
possible, religion, hospital,  elected; leader, 
prime minister, River Nile; pharaoh, soldier, 
Henry VIII, William Shakespeare, perform 

• I wonder if there are any places on Earth we 
haven’t found yet… 

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Looking at non-fiction photographs and 

videos of historical events and being 
given the chance to analyse these. 

o Miss Sharp to do Year One assembly on 
climbing a mountain. Meet an explorer! 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
explorer, expedition, continent, ocean, North 
Pole, South Pole, Antarctica, mountain, Mount 
Everest, polar, United Kingdom, aeroplane, 
transport, pioneer, compass, voyage, crew, ship, 
discovered, inform, NASA, Columbus, rocket, 
aircraft, space, astronaut, universe, mankind, 
planet, mission, United States, timeline, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, sun, moon, Mercury, Venus, 
Mars 

• I wonder if I know anyone who played with 
any 1960s toys… 

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Visiting Strangers Hall in Norwich and 

engaging in a workshop surrounding toys 
from the past with a member of their 
team. 

o Meeting some people who experienced 
the 1960s first hand to discuss what it 
was like.  

o See and have the chance to use 1960 
toys first hand. 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Historian, time, BC, AD, order, years, Jesus, 
recent, timeline, chronological, age, Britain, 
village, manufacture, coins, money, decade, 
century, millennium, sequence, change, shilling, 
cashpoint, computer, internet, Tim Berners-Lee, 
CD, DVD, Wi-Fi, smartphone, social networking, 
website 
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KS1 National Curriculum 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people 
and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They 
should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 
past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often 
introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3. 
 

Pupils should be taught about: 
 

▪ changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life 
▪ events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 

commemorated through festivals or anniversaries] 
▪ the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare 

aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and 
Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell] 

▪ significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
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Year 2 History Curriculum 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Why was Charles put in prison? 
 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know when the First World War 

happened and where the Western Front was. 
2. Pupils will know some of the ways life 

changed for people living in Britain during 
the war. 

3. Pupils will know how people communicated 
during the First World War. 

4. Pupils will know why horses were so 
important during the Second World War. 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know the/what/how/why… 

• Pupils will know the countries that made up 
the allies. 

• Pupils will know the countries that made up 
the Central Powers. 

• Pupils will know how other animals 
contributed during the second world war.  

 
Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to describe the 
variety of ways in which animals were used 

Why do we know so much about where Sappho 
used to live? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know the location of the ancient, 

ruined city of Pompeii.  
2. Pupils will know what the Roman empire was 

and the lands it ruled.  

3. Pupils will know why the Romans build a 
huge empire.  

4. Pupils will know why the city of Pompeii was 
so important to Romans. 

5. Pupils will know what life was like in Pompeii 
from artefacts found.  

6.  Pupils will know why the city of Pompeii was 
destroyed in AD 79. 

7.  Pupils will know the differences between 
primary and secondary resources.  

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know why the bodies of many 
people who died in Pompeii were preserved. 

•  Pupils will know how other treasures have 
been  

 
 

 Who was Edith Cavell and why was she an 
important person? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know who Edith Cavell was and 

why she was important (historically 
significant person) 

2. Pupils will know about the important role 
Edith Cavell paid in WW1 (historically 
significant event) 

3. Pupils will know about how important nurses 
are during wars 

4. Pupils will look at how nursing has changed 
over time 

5. Pupils will know about other nurses 
throughout history, such as Mary Seacole 
and Florence Nightingale 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know about some of the people 
whose names are used for the Houses at 
Wymondham College and the Prep and learn 
about why they are important.  

• Pupils will know about what Wymondham 
was like during the time of Edith Cavell 
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during the First World War and explain why 
their use was so important to the war effort; 

• Pupils will offer reasons for the causes of 
some of the changes in ways of life they have 
identified;     

• Pupils will develop being able to compare 
and contract the way of life during the 
Second World War to Britain today. 

• Pupils will develop being able to empathise 
with others. 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder why the Second World War started? 

• I wonder why messages were sent in code? 

• I wonder what other ways people 
communicated before telephones? 

• I wonder what ways animals are used in 
Britain today e.g. search and rescue. 

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Photographs 
o Articles  
o Records  

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Change, sources, chronology, empathy, invasion, 
conflict, monarch, war, prison; crime; enemy; 
army; pacifist; deserter; secret; front line; 

Skills 

• Pupils will be able to locate Pompeii on a 
map. 

• Pupils will be able to discuss what an 
archaeologist does. 

• Pupils will be able to describe and compare 
some important artefacts that have been 
discovered at Pompeii by archaeologists. 

• Pupils will be able to describe what artefacts 
tell us about life in Pompeii.  

 
Wonder 

• I wonder if there are any famous Romans? 

• I wonder what AD and BC mean? 

• I wonder how some artefacts survived? 
 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Photographs 
o Enactment day / visitor 

o Ask someone in the school 
community to share their Pompeii 
holiday experience.   

o Make a Roman mosaic  
o Organise an archaeological dig in 

school grounds? 
 
 
 

Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to describe the 
work of a nurse in WW1 

• Pupils will develop being able to compare 
how nurses have changed since WW1 

• Pupils will develop being able to describe the 
events of different historically significant 
people and explain why they are important. 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder what it was like in Wymondham 
during the time of Edith Cavell? 

• I wonder what it was like being a nurse in 
WW1? 

• I wonder why people become nurses?  
 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Nurse visitor 

o Visit the Edith Cavell memorial at 

Norwich Cathedral 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Medicine, hospital, nurse, midwife, war, Crimea, 
Belgium, patient, soldiers, memorial, cathedral  
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soldier; trench; fine; government; 
communication; postcard; letter; telegraph; 
message; cypher; code; anagram; rationing; 
memorial; honour;  

Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Reconstruction, artefact, restoration, 
archaeologist, merchant, volcano, plaster cast, 
unearthed,  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WCPS History Curriculum: EYFS – Year 6  
 

11 
 

KS2 National Curriculum 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives 
within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 
They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand 
how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine 
overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. 
 

Pupils should be taught about: 
 
▪ changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
▪ the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
▪ Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
▪ the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
▪ a local history study 
▪ a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
▪ the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the 

following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
▪ Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 
▪ A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. 

AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 
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Year 5 History Curriculum 

Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 2 

Why did the ancient Maya change the way they 
lived? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know the location of the countries 

and cities of the modern-day region of 
Central America 

2. Pupils will know who the ancient Maya were 
and some of their achievements 

3. Pupils will know the features and purpose of 
the structures of the ruined Maya city of 
Chichen Itza  

4. Pupils will know the purpose of a range of 
ancient Maya artefacts from the city 

5. Pupils will know how the ancient Maya 
farmed using mountain terraces 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know the natural features of the 
environment and climate of Central America 

• Pupils will know the way of life of the 
modern Maya people of Central America 

• Pupils will know how the way of life of the 
Maya compared with that of the Anglo 
Saxons living in Britain at the same time 

 

Why was winning the Battle of Britain so 
important? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know why Adolf Hitler came to 

power in Nazi Germany 
2. Pupils will know which countries were allies 

of Britain in the war 
3. Pupils will know why Nazi Germany invaded 

and occupied most of Western Europe by 
1940  

4. Pupils will know the main events of the 
Battle of Britain 

5. Pupils will know how and why Britain 
defeated Nazi Germany in the Battle of 
Britain  

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know other victories within World 
War 2, such as the code breakers at Bletchley 
Park and the work of Alan Turing 

• The achievements of those in Britain, such 
the Land Army and Home Guard 

• Pupils will explore what it was like to be a 
child during WW2 

Why did Robert Kett rebel? 
 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know who Robert Kett was and 

why he is remembered 
2. Pupils will know about the important Kings 

and Queens of the Tudor dynasty 
3. Pupils will know about the key events of 

Kett’s rebellion  
4. Pupils will know about Robert Kett’s 

demands and why he rebelled 
5. Pupil’s will know about crime and 

punishment during Tudor times. 
 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know about Henry VIII’s 
reformation 

• Pupils will know about Thomas Beckett and 
Wymondham Abbey 

• Pupils will know about what happened when 
people were tried at the Tower of London 

• Pupils will know about life in Wymondham 
during the time of Robert Kett 
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Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to evaluate 
some of the achievements of the Maya 
people 

• Hypothesise about the purpose of ancient 
Maya artefacts and justify their views 

• Pupils will develop being able to explain how 
the way of life of the Maya compared with 
that of the Anglo Saxons living in Britain at 
the same time 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder what archaeologists found out 
about Maya? 

• I wonder why the Maya people left their 
cities 

• I wonder how Maya farmers grew their food? 
 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Exploring ancient artefacts such as 

sketches, sculptures, figurines and 
hieroglyphics 

o Using journal entries 
o Using maps 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Reconstruct, conquest, ceremonial, city-state, 
abandon, erosion, tropical, rainforest, 

• Pupils will know why Nazi Germany needed 
to defeat the Royal Air Force before 
considering beginning an invasion 

 
Skills 

• Pupils will be able to identify and explain 
which countries were allies of Britain in 
WW2 

• Pupils will develop being able to evaluate a 
range of evidence to conclude how and why 
Britain defeated Nazi Germany. 

• Pupils will be able to summarise and 
describe the events of the Battle of Britain 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder what it was like to fly in the Battle 
of Britain 

• I wonder how it felt to be a child during WW2 

• I wonder what it was like living in Nazi 
Germany during WW2? 

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Exploring texts and stories, both 

fictional and factual, to find out more 
about the Battle of Britain 

o Using maps to locate where the 
Battle of Britain took place 

o Using photographs and artefacts  

Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able identify key 
events, chronologically 

• Pupils will develop being able to reason why 
Robert Kett rebelled 

• Pupils will be able to compare how life in 
Norfolk has changed since the Tudor times 

• Pupils will be able to judge whether the 
punishment of Robert Kett was justified 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder what it was like living in 
Wymondham during Tudor times? 

• I wonder why Robert Kett rebelled?  

• I wonder what would have happened if he 
had won? 

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Visiting the Wymondham heritage 

museum/Strangers hall 
o Using artefacts, such as murals, 

sketches, engravings, paintings, 
statues and sculptures 

o Looking at articles, recounts and 
reports 

o Using maps  
o  
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expedition, rediscover, famine, priest, eclipse, 
deforestation, water cycle, restore, timeline, 
flash flood 
 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Alliance/allies, conflict, empire, Fuhrer, Prime 
Minister, Reich, RADAR, evacuation, combat, 
Blitzkrieg, Luftwaffe, RAF, democracy, 
chronology, causation, propaganda 
 
 

Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Rebellion, cavalry, protest, treason, battlements, 
reformation, crime, punishment, riot, enclosure, 
common land, Oak of Reformation, pardons, 
crown 
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KS2 National Curriculum 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives 
within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 
They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand 
how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine 
overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. 
 

Pupils should be taught about: 
 
▪ changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
▪ the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  
▪ Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
▪ the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
▪ a local history study 
▪ a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
▪ the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the 

following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
▪ Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 
▪ A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. 

AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300 
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Year 6 History Curriculum 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

The story of the Trojan Horse – fact, myth or 
legend? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know what the term ‘civilisation’ 

means 
2. Pupils will know why Greece, 2500 years ago, 

became one of the most important places in 
the ancient world 

3. Pupils will know the area of the modern 
world that was once part of the empire of 
Ancient Greece 

4. Pupils will know what the major 
achievements of the Ancient Greece 
civilisation are 

5. Pupils will know the story of the ‘Trojan 
horse’ and know what it was believed to have 
been 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know the difference between 
myth and legend 

• Pupils will learn some of the myths and 
legends from the times of Ancient Greece 

• Pupils will explore how Ancient Greece has 
affected the modern world 

How did a pile of dragon bones help to solve an 
ancient Chinese mystery? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know the Shang Dynasty was in 

northern China between 1600-1046BC 
2. Pupils will know that the Shang Dynasty was 

at the same time as the Bronze Age in Britain 
and the Egyptian civilsation 

3. Pupils will know what artefacts tell us about 
the lives and beliefs of the monarchs and 
noblemen of the Shang Dynasty 

4. Pupils will know what the likely purpose was 
of carved oracle bones in the Shang Dynasty 

5. Pupils will know how life during the Shang 
Dynasty compared with life for most people 
in Bronze Age Britain 

 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know what Wang Yirong 
discovered at a Peking market in 1899 that 
was so significant in telling archaeologists 
about the Shang Dynasty 

• Pupils will know how and why the impacts of 
the reigns of King Cheng Tang and Di Xin 
were so different 

Why did Britain once rule the largest empire 
the world has ever seen? 

 
Core Knowledge  
1. Pupils will know what an empire is 
2. Pupils will know what a colony is 
3. Pupils will know the colonies that formed the 

British Empire at its height in 1921 
4. Pupils will know the purpose and countries 

of the Commonwealth 
 
Hinterland Knowledge 

• Pupils will know why Britain went to war 
with Argentina over the Falkland Islands in 
1982 

• Pupils will know why Britain built an empire 
beginning in the time of King James I and the 
benefits this brought to Britain 

• Pupils will know the hardships faced by many 
indigenous people whose home these 
colonies were 

 
Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to recall their 
knowledge and understanding of why the 
Romans built an empire 
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Skills 

• Pupils will be able to explain the difference 
between myth and legend 

• Pupils will be able to identify, locate and 
observe the area of the modern world that 
was once part of Ancient Greece 

• Pupils will develop being able to describe 
and critique the story of the Trojan horse 
and judge whether it is a myth or legend and 
justify their views. 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder what it was like to be a Greek 
soldier waiting inside the Trojan horse? 

• I wonder what it was like during the times of 
Ancient Greece? 

• I wonder how modern day Greece differs 
from Ancient Greece? 

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Class book – ‘who let the Gods out?’  
o Written accounts  
o Artefacts and photographs 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Prehistoric, myth, legend, siege, authenticate, 
depiction, envoy, city state 

• Pupils will know the importance of the Shang 
burial chamber discovered at Yi Au in 1976 

• Pupils will know what the artefacts and 
remains found in the tomb tell us about the 
person who was probably buried there 

 
Skills 

• Pupils will develop being able to recognise 
that this was the same time as the Bronze 
Age in Britain and the Ancient Egypt 

• Pupils will develop being able to judge the 
likely purpose of carved oracle bones during 
the Shang Dynasty 

• Pupils will develop being able to compare 
and contrast how life in the Shang Dynasty 
compared with Ancient Egypt and the Bronze 
Age in Britain 

• Pupils will develop being able to explain why 
until 1899 there was no evidence that the 
Shang Dynasty had ever actually existed 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder how the Shang Dynasty was similar 
and different to Ancient Egypt and Anglo-
Saxon Britain? 

• I wonder why they carved on bones? 

• I wonder why nobody found out about the 
Shang Dynasty for such a long time? 

 

• Pupils will develop being able to explain the 
changes within the Empire  

• Pupils will be able to describe what colony 
and empire means 

 
Wonder 

• I wonder why so many countries become 
independent? 

• I wonder why the empire was created 

• I wonder how it felt to live in a country that 
was part of the empire. 

 
Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Photographs 
o Sculptures 
o Maps 
o Statues 
o Books 
o Paintings 
o Films 
o Murals 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Imperialism, independence, self-determination, 
sovereignty, raw material, industrial revolution, 
missionary, referendum, crown dependency, 
colony, conquer, emperor/empress, monarchy, 
freedom, Prime Minister, parliament, 
democracy, slave, rights, power, military 



WCPS History Curriculum: EYFS – Year 6  
 

18 
 

Experiences & Provocations 

• Pupils will experience the curriculum by: 
o Photographs 
o Sculptures 
o Maps 
o Frescos  
o Drawings 
o Statues 
o Books 
o Artistic reconstructions 
o Artefacts 

 
Vocabulary - Tier 3 Subject Specific 
Change, causation, significance, sources, 
chronology, empathy, empathy, civilisation, 
dynasty, monarch, empire, society, war, conflict, 
religion 
 

 


