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An Introduction to English at the Prep 

At the heart of the Prep’s English journey is the ability to communicate with appropriate 

expressivity and articulacy. As children develop, this takes expanded forms, growing from 

the instinctive domains of speaking and listening into the less natural, culturally acquired 

skills of reading and writing.  

Fundamental to the early stages of this journey in EYFS and Key Stage 1 is the development 

of a lifelong relationship with the art of narrative in all its forms. In particular this must 

engender a sensibility towards the joys which can be unlocked from within books, and the 

multiple possibilities afforded to someone by skilled communication. 

An essential parallel process to this however must be the development of habitual decoding 

and spelling skills, equipping our pupils with the automatic tools to fluidly comprehend 

written text and responsively transfer thoughts to paper with minimum obstruction. 

As children’s decoding skills start to match their comprehension levels, nothing pushes 

reading forward better than the acquisition of a fertile personal reading habit; encountering 

myriad new words presented in millions of well written sentences, across thousands of well-

written paragraphs and chapters, in hundreds of well-written and captivating books. 

Therefore our key emphasis in Key Stage 2 must very much be on fanning and facilitating 

the reading ‘bug’; feeding-in the intellectual tools to unlock new levels of communicative 

skill. 

Ultimately, our goal at the Prep must be to provide the habitual skills for appropriate 

communication in all of our pupils’ further studies, whilst fostering a life-long love of the 

opportunities which are there to be unlocked in literature and through articulate personal 

expression. 

Objectives 

Our English teaching will seek to achieve the following:  

▪ to enable children to speak clearly and audibly, and to take account of their listeners;  

▪ to encourage children to listen with concentration, in order to identify the main 

points of what they have heard;  

▪ to show children how to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and 

demands;  

▪ to teach children effective communication, both verbal and non-verbal, through a 

variety of drama activities;  

▪ to help them to become confident, independent readers, through an appropriate 

focus on word-, sentence- and text-level knowledge;  
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▪ to develop enthusiastic and reflective readers, through contact with challenging and 

substantial texts;  

▪ to foster the enjoyment of writing, and a recognition of its value;  

▪ to encourage accurate and meaningful writing, be it narrative or non-fiction;  

▪ to improve the planning, drafting and editing of their written work. 

Assessment 

English work is assessed in line with age related expectations set out in the assessment 
documents of the 2014 National Curriculum and for each piece of work against specified 
criteria. This is to give the children a focus for their writing or oral presentations and to help 
teachers prioritise their marking scheme/ladder. The use of marking ladders which match 
the ‘Writing genre’ and SPaG will be used on the Cold Write and Hot Write. Objectives 
highlighted in green indicate success, objectives highlighted in pink indicate targets for that 
unit and will be measured again at the Hot Writing stage. Two targets will be identified from 
the mark ladder for each cold write and reassessed after the hot write. In order to show 
progress, the original cold write targets will be highlighted green in the hot write.  
 
Written or verbal feedback is given to help guide children’s progress and reference should 

be made to the learning objective being assessed with feedback to say whether the child 

was successful or pointers as how they might improve. All children should be encouraged to 

make judgements about how they can improve their own work.  

Regular structured assessments will be undertaken to monitor progress throughout the 
school and to enable the setting of relevant, realistic personal targets. This covers aspects of 
comprehension, spelling, punctuation and creative writing. The subject leader keeps 
samples of children’s work in a portfolio. This demonstrates what the expected level of 
achievement is in English in each year of the school.  
 

Methods  

Many of the topics and teaching strategies that we use are outlined in the National Literacy 

Strategy and the revised Primary Framework for literacy and mathematics. Where teachers 

find alternative methods to bring the subject alive these are encouraged so long as proper 

thought and consideration is given to the methods used and effective planning is put in 

place via the medium term plan.  

Medium-term plans give details of the main teaching objectives for each term. These plans 

define what we teach, and ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across 

each term. The subject leader is responsible for reviewing these plans which are kept by the 

headteacher.  

Class teachers complete a weekly plan in their Teacher’s Planner. This lists the topic to be 

covered and any specific learning objectives that need to be met. Details are also given on 

the type of lesson to be taught, e.g. oral, written, drama or relevant combinations.  
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Teachers should aim to provide a range of teaching approaches to complement the learning 

styles of their pupils these should include: Extended writing tasks, writing, drama, 

comprehension, reading, spelling and grammar.  

Phonics  

Our own carefully structured systematic synthetic phonics programme enables our pupils to 

progress through the phases at an appropriate and progressive pace; matched with our 

high-quality phonics teaching our pupils develop the crucial skills of word recognition 

enabling our pupils to develop fluency in their reading, thus enabling them to read with 

meaning and enjoyment. Ultimately, our goal at the Prep is to provide our pupils with the 

appropriate vocabulary, phonetic knowledge and comprehension skills for our pupils to 

become independent free-readers, who read for pleasure. The children receive a daily 

phonics session. On a Friday, the pupils consolidate the phonemes they have learnt that 

week and with the session focusing on letter formation for those particular letters. This 

encourages correct formation on the start and guards against bad habits developing.  

Reading  
To ensure that all children reach their potential in reading we will:  

▪ Teach children decoding and comprehension skills through a daily synthetic phonics 
programme, Letters and Sounds. The programme will focus on KS1, however will be 
used in KS2 as appropriate in order to best provide for the needs of individual 
children.  

▪ Encourage reading for pleasure and celebrate the school’s reading culture through 
regular library sessions, class and whole-school events and the sharing of books in 
groups and as a class.  

▪ Provide guided group or whole class reading sessions in KS1 and whole-class guided 
reading/comprehension sessions in KS2, where children are taught the key skills of 
reading, understanding and interpreting texts.  

▪ Expose children to a varied range of text types and genres, some beyond their 
reading age.  

▪ Include one reading comprehension lesson in each ‘Talk for writing’ fiction block.  
▪ Ensure that children are able to read, understand and question the reliability of 

online texts.  
▪ Provide the children with a Reading record, in order to better collaborate with 

parents and carers in the reading progress of their children and to provide an 
opportunity for children to reflect on the reading they have done.  

 
 
Writing  
Our approach to writing is based on ‘Talk 4 Writing’, an approach that supports children to 
explore, through talk, the thinking and creative processes involved in being a writer. It is 
embedded at every phase of the teaching sequence, which is structured to include teacher 
talk, supported pupil talk and independent pupil talk. It allows children to explore the 
processes involved in being a writer, and extends oral rehearsal so that it becomes a draft 
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for their written pieces. The approach supports the children to move from talk into writing. 
To ensure that all children reach their potential in writing we will:  

▪ Ensure that writing has a clear purpose and audience. 
▪ Encourage the love of writing for its own sake.  
▪ Provide children with first-hand experiences to inspire imaginative writing.  
▪ Provide children with guidance and support to improve; to give children an 

understanding of their writing ‘level’ and support them in developing realistic, 
personal targets.  

▪ Immerse children in a vocabulary-rich culture where children are not afraid to 
experiment with new and exciting language.  

▪ Provide children (identified through assessment) with a range of appropriate 
interventions in order to support them in overcoming barriers to progress.  

 

Children should be:  

Speaking 

Taught to speak with confidence in a range of contexts, adapting their speech for a range of 
purposes and audiences. Ensuring that children should have opportunities to take part in 
purposeful and relevant discussions, including formal debates with cross-curricular themes. 
Providing opportunities for children to develop skills in public speaking.  
 
Listening  

To listen, understand and respond appropriately to others.  

Group discussion and interaction  

Encouraged to talk effectively as members of a group. 

Drama  

Encouraged to participate in a wide range of drama activities and to evaluate their own and 
others' contributions. Ensuring that children have the opportunity to rehearse, perform and 
critically respond to dramatic works that they have created.  
 

Standard English 

Taught the grammatical constructions that are characteristic of spoken standard English and 

to apply this knowledge appropriately in a range of contexts. Language variation Taught 

about how language varies.  

Reading strategies 

Should be taught to read with fluency, accuracy and understanding to; Understand texts, 

Read for information, Cover a range of literature, Taught to develop understanding and 

appreciation of non-fiction and non-literary texts.  
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Language structure and variation 

To read texts with greater accuracy and understanding, by being able to identify and 

comment on features of English at word, sentence and text level, using appropriate 

terminology [for example, how adjectives and adverbs contribute to overall effect, the use 

of varying sentence length and structure, connections between chapters or sections].  

Breadth of study 

Be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through a range of literature and non-

fiction and non-literary texts. 

Composition  

Pupils should be taught to write for their intended audience using developing vocabulary 

and writing styles drawn from reading and presented effectively.  

Planning and drafting 

To develop their writing on paper and on screen.  

Punctuation 

Be taught to use punctuation marks correctly in their writing, including full stops, question 

and exclamation marks, commas, inverted commas, and apostrophes to mark possession 

and omission.  

Spelling  

For pupils to develop into effective and confident writers, they need to develop and use a 
range of effective spelling strategies. By providing children with a range of strategies, we 
equip them with the independence to attempt spellings before asking for adult help. We 
particularly want our children to develop a love of language and the confidence to spell 
more challenging and ambitious words. By giving them the opportunity to develop a rich 
and exciting vocabulary, we are enabling them to become effective communicators.  
 
Handwriting and presentation  
Pupils should use Standard English. Using Letterjoin, teachers will develop children’s ability 
to write in a legible, cursive style at an appropriate pace through regular practice and by 
promoting pride in presentation. Our handwriting aims will be achieved using regular, 
weekly handwriting activities linked to the Letter Join handwriting scheme. Children are 
encouraged children to use the Letterjoin ‘Home Log-In’ to reinforce this on their home 
computers or iPads.  
 
About the way language structure is made up and used.  

Breadth of study  
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During the key stage, pupils should be taught to imagine and explore feelings and ideas, 

focusing on creative uses of language and how to interest the reader; to inform and explain, 

focusing on the subject matter and how to convey it in sufficient detail for the reader; to 

persuade, focusing on how arguments and evidence are built up and language used to 

convince the reader; to review and comment on what has been read, seen or heard, 

focusing on both the topic and the writer's view of it.  

Pupils should also be taught to use writing to help their thinking, investigating, organising 

and learning.  

The range of readers for writing should include teachers, the class, other children, adults, 

the wider community and imagined readers.  

The range of forms of writing should include narratives, poems, playscripts, reports, 

explanations, opinions, instructions, reviews, commentaries. 

Cross Curricular Links 

The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our 

curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to 

communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school. Opportunities to 

use English in other areas of the curriculum for specific tasks is encouraged.  

Role of the subject leader  
 
The Subject Leader will:  

▪ Monitor planning, delivery and assessment of English, supporting staff in increasing 
their skills and thus the quality of English throughout school.  

▪ Rigorously analyse data and will identify children who need extra support in order to 
close the attainment gap.  

▪ Provide support and training for staff without whole-class responsibilities and HLTAs.  
▪ Deliver training during staff meetings and INSETs as appropriate.  


