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Overview 
Explore. Appreciate. Nurture. 

 
Here at Wymondham College Prep School, the subject of Geography is used as a mechanism 
to allow children to become passionate about the world in which they live. Through a rich 
curriculum, pupils are encouraged to explore their environment, pose questions and seek 
answers using the geographical skills they have acquired. We aim to foster a sense awe and 
wonderment about the world and nurture an appreciation of our dynamic planet, on both a 
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local and global scale. Our curriculum strives to be pertinent to the lives of our students, 
engaging them in practical activities which enable them to help explain new settings and 
circumstances. Children learn of the challenges the planet faces in the future, and 
understand what measures can be taken at a local scale to help ensure a sustainable future, 
and preserve our world for the generations to come. 
 
Aims 
The principal aim is to develop, through classroom teaching and excursions, each pupil’s 
knowledge and understanding of Geography, and to foster skills through enquiry. During 
KS2 studies, each pupil will:  

▪ investigate and link a variety of people, places and environments, at different scales, 
in the U.K. and abroad;  

▪ find out how people affect the environment, and how they are affected by it;  
▪ carry out geographical enquiry, inside and outside the classroom, using geographical 

skills and resources;  
▪ develop an interest in their changing environment and a concern for its sustainable 

development. 
 
Objectives 
Objectives are based on the key aspects of Requirements 1 and 2 of the National 
Curriculum. Our schemes of work cover a broad range of places and themes. These are 
included in this document as an appendix. 
 
Assessment  
Work is marked regularly and in line with the School’s Marking Policy. When assessing work, 
reference should be made to the key aspects being covered as stipulated in the programme 
of study. These provide clear learning objectives which can be evaluated. Importance is also 
attached to the presentation, accuracy of written English and illustrative work. 
 
Methods 
In order that the above aims and objectives may be achieved, pupils should be exposed to a 
variety of activities, materials and resources. These may include the use of: whole class 
teaching, paired or small group work, discussion or debate of issues, role play, simulations 
or games, surveys and pupil-led investigations, problem-solving activities, use of 
photographs, DVD, maps, artefacts, equipment and other resources, individual project 
assignments &research-based activities, using I.C.T. resources for internet research or 
presentation, production for display (posters, folders, etc.), fieldwork and excursions 
(day/residential). 
 
Cross-Curricular Links  
There are many instances where geographical knowledge and understanding arise in other 
areas of the curriculum. Geographical enquiries often make use of skills and concepts from 
English mathematics, science, art, ICT, citizenship and other subjects. 
Role of the Subject Leader 
The Geography subject leader, supported by the Headteacher, is responsible for observing 
and monitoring the quality and impact of teaching and learning in Geography. Geography 
books are reviewed to ascertain knowledge, progression of skills and quality of work 
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throughout each Key Stage. The Geography leader is also responsible for overseeing the 
provision of training and resources to enable teachers to provide quality and relevant 
learning experiences for children, including: 

• Preparing and reviewing the Medium Term Plans. 

• Supporting teachers with the implementation of the curriculum as outlined in the 
Medium Term Plans, team teaching, observing/giving feedback. 

• Reviewing resource provision. 

• Discussing regularly with the Headteacher and (if applicable) a nominated governor, 
the progress with implementing this policy in the school 

 
 
Appendix 
 
Key Aspects  
Based on The National Curriculum for Geogrpahy, Key Stage 1 and 2. The key aspects are 
closely related and should be developed through the syllabus, as appropriate. Not all of the 
key aspects need to be developed in every section of the syllabus.  
 
Pupils should be taught:  

▪ Geographical enquiry  
❖ to ask geographical questions;  
❖ to collect and record evidence; 
❖ to analyse evidence and draw conclusions;  
❖ to identify and explain different views about topical geographical issues;  
❖ communicate in ways appropriate to the task and audience.  

▪ Geographical skills  
❖ to use appropriate vocabulary;  
❖ to use appropriate fieldwork techniques and instruments;  
❖ to use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales;  
❖ to use secondary sources, including photographs, informative texts, DVDs 

and the internet;  
❖ to draw plans and maps at a range of scales;  
❖ to use ICT in geographical investigations;  
❖ to develop decision-making techniques.  

▪ Knowledge & understanding of places 
❖ to describe what places are like; 
❖ to locate significant places, in the UK, Europe and World;  
❖ to describe where places are;  
❖ to explain why places are like they are;  
❖ to identify how any why places change;  
❖ to compare places in the UK and World;  
❖ to recognise how places are related and interdependent.  

▪ Knowledge & understanding of patterns and processes 
❖ to explain patterns made by physical and human features in the 

environment;  
❖ to explain how some physical and human processes cause changes.  

▪ Knowledge & understanding of environmental change and sustainable development  
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❖ to recognise how people can improve or damage the environment;  
❖ to recognise how environments can be managed sustainably.  

▪ Breadth of study: localities  
❖ localities in the UK, at local, regional and national scales;  
❖ localities in Europe and ‘Less Economically Developed Countries’.  

▪ Breadth of study: themes 
❖ water and its effects on rivers, coasts and people; 
❖ how settlements differ and change, and issues of changing land use;  
❖ environmental issues, changes and sustainable management;  

▪ Investigations & fieldwork  
❖ to carry out investigations and fieldwork outside the classroom. 


