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Overview 
The unattributed quotation, “Education is that which remains behind when all we have 
learned at school is forgotten” is over 100 years old yet just as relevant now as it was 
originally. 
 
Our intention is to provide as much experience as possible to engage our young pupils in 
History and make it a subject they look forward to. It is through experiencing an event or 
linking it to one that has gone before, or experiencing it through a particular emotion that it 
can then embed itself into a lived memory rather than a remembered fact.  
 
History is a series of short stories based upon human nature and what better way to learn 
about it, than through human experience, whether that be from dressing up, handling and 
examining artefacts, reading first-hand accounts, meeting actors or watching film clips? If 
we can understand the culture and expectations of the people of an era, then we can start 
to understand the reasons behind the decisions they made.  
 
Our intention is that our pupils, while having a good understanding of ‘what happened’, also 
begin to explain what ‘may have happened’ if different circumstances had befallen history’s 
decision-makers. The facts of the past are the result of experiences from a range of first-
person accounts, not dry, stuffy words and dates to be learnt by rote from paper. Once our 
children understand this, they can then question and assess the validity of one viewpoint 
over another.  
 
History at Wymondham College Prep School gives our pupils the opportunity to get excited 
about the past and to delve into an imagination sparked by key stories and facts. Our 
intention is to make the subject one that the children look forward to each week to learn, in 
essence, the next ‘chapter’ in the story of the era they are studying. 
 
Aims 
The principal aim is to foster and develop, through a variety of media, each pupil’s 
awareness, knowledge and understanding of History. Thus, each pupil should:  

▪ develop understanding and knowledge of their social, cultural and political 
heritage;  

▪ develop an interest and enthusiasm for the past;  
▪ Equip pupils with the skills and confidence to ask perceptive questions, think 

critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, investigate, analyse, evaluate and 
present information, whilst developing a sense of perspective and judgment. 

▪ Help pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 
change, the diversity of many different societies and the relationships that 
develop between different groups. 

▪ Assist pupils to develop a sense of chronology, and thus develop a sense of 
identity.  So that they learn to value their own and other people’s cultures in 
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modern multicultural Britain and, by considering how people lived in the past, 
they are better able to make their own life choices today  

▪ Develop the pupils’ skills in problem solving, analysing and interpreting evidence 
using a variety of primary and secondary sources. 

▪ Provide pupils with the ability to communicate historical knowledge in oral, 
written and visual forms using appropriate vocabulary and techniques; 
developing an appreciation of the need for both continuity and change.  

 
Objectives 
Objectives are based on the key aspects listed in the National Curriculum and included in 
this document as an appendix. 
 
Assessment  
Work is marked regularly and in line with the School’s Marking Policy. When assessing work, 
reference should be made to the key aspects being covered as stipulated in the programme 
of study. These provide clear learning objectives which can be evaluated. Considerable 
importance is also attached to the presentation and accuracy of written English.  
 
The History Curriculum 
Teaching and learning in History is outlined in the Programmes of Study for the Prep School.  
 
At Reception age children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Program (Early Learning 
Goals) where history makes a significant contribution to the ELG of Understanding of the 
World.  The children are provided with a basis to prepare them for following the History 
curriculum. 
 
Methods 
At Wymondham College Prep School we use a range of teaching and learning styles to 
develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in history and all other cross-
curricular subjects. History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians.  The 
links for history are made across other subjects especially through Talk for Writing model 
texts in English.  
 
In order that the above aims and objectives may be achieved, pupils should be exposed to a 
variety of activities, materials and resources. These may include the use of: wall display, 
artefacts, pictures, photographs, family trees, time lines, stories, film, music, historical sites, 
role-play, written evidence, oral, evidence, and the internet. 
 
Cross-Curricular Links  
There are many instances where historical knowledge and understanding arise in other 
areas of the curriculum, in particular in English, PSHE and Art. 
 
Role of the Subject Leader 
The History subject leader, supported by the Headteacher, is responsible for observing and 
monitoring the quality and impact of teaching and learning in History. History books are 
reviewed to ascertain knowledge, progression of skills and quality of work throughout each 
Key Stage. The History leader is also responsible for overseeing the provision of training and 
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resources to enable teachers to provide quality and relevant learning experiences for 
children, including: 

• Preparing and reviewing the Medium Term Plans. 

• Supporting teachers with the implementation of the curriculum as outlined in the 
Medium Term Plans, team teaching, observing/giving feedback. 

• Reviewing resource provision. 

• Discussing regularly with the Headteacher and (if applicable) a nominated governor, 
the progress with implementing this policy in the school 

 
 
Appendix 
 
Key Aspects  
Based on The National Curriculum for History, Key Stage 1 and 2. The key aspects are closely 
related and should be developed through the syllabus, as appropriate. Not all of the key 
aspects need to be developed in every section of the syllabus.  
 
Pupils should be taught:  

▪ Chronology  
❖ to place the events, people and changes in the periods Studied within a 

chronological framework;  
❖ to use dates and terms relating to the passing of time, including ancient, 

modern, BC, AD, CE, century and decade, and terms that define different 
periods, eg Tudor, Victorian.  

❖ Range and depth of historical knowledge 
❖ about characteristic features of particular periods and societies, including the 

ideas, beliefs and attitudes and understanding. of people in the past, and the 
experiences of men, women and children; and about social, cultural and 
religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied;  

❖ to describe and identify reasons for and results of historical events, situations 
and changes in the periods studied;  

❖ to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes , 
both within and across periods.  

▪ Interpretations of History  
❖ to identify and give reasons for different ways in which the past is 

represented and interpreted.  
▪ Historical enquiry 

❖ how to find out about aspects of the periods studied, from a range of sources 
of information, including documents and printed sources, artefacts, pictures 
and photographs, music, buildings, sites and ICT sources; 

❖ to ask and answer questions and to select and record information relevant to 
a topic.  

▪ Organisation and Communication  
❖ to recall, select and organise historical information including dates and terms;  
❖ the terms necessary to describe the periods and topics studied;  
❖ to communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of 

ways, including structured narratives and descriptions. 
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