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Introduction  
Teachers and Governors at Wymondham College Prep School recognise that views on 
homework will always be diverse and varied. This policy has been developed by teachers, 
governors and will be shared with parents/carers.  
 
We acknowledge that a significant part of all children’s learning and development takes 
place outside of school and it is important that there is a balance between home and school 
life. Evidence shows that involvement with extra-curricular clubs, family time, socialising 
and relaxing are equally important to a child’s development.  
 
However, homework does have positive benefits in helping children achieve their academic 
potential and it will prepare children for the expectations at secondary school. 
 
Parents/carers should expect their child's teacher to set appropriate homework and the 
school expects parents to ensure that the homework is delivered on time and to the best of 
the child's ability.  
 
We encourage parents to take the view that school set homework tasks are not all that their 
child can do to extend their learning beyond the classroom. Personal interest studies, trips 
out, games and quizzes are as equally valuable learning activities.  
 
Why do we set homework?  
As a way of showing that learning is valued both at home and school.  
 
Homework is:  

▪ An opportunity for learning outside the classroom.  
▪ An important link between parents/carers and school.  
▪ A means of involving parents/carers in their children’s learning. Children learn in 

different ways and parents/carers can help children discover ways that suit them 
best.  

▪ Preparation for the transition to secondary school. 
▪ An opportunity for pupils to improve their organisational and planning skills.  
▪ A means of consolidating, reinforcing and extending classroom learning.  

 
What type of homework can children expect?  

▪ Homework tasks and expectations will vary according to the age of the children and 
time of year.  

▪ We always consider reading, spelling and arithmetic to be important and influential 
activities a child can do at home.  
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▪ Other homework set will be at the discretion of the class teacher but should 
encompass a range of activities that relate to learning in the classroom.  

▪ Some tasks will be of a traditional nature while others may be wider activities such 
as projects.  

 
 
 
 
How long should homework take to complete?  
We recognise that the time taken to complete a piece of homework will vary from child to 
child and that different days will suit different families according to after school 
commitments.  
 
In general the following guidelines will be taken into account:  

▪ Teachers should set a time/effort guideline when setting homework where 
appropriate, usually between 20 and 30 minutes.  

▪ Project tasks should span a 2-4 week period within a half term, not run over a 
holiday, and time should be given for sharing and feedback time in class.  

▪ Homework may span a weekend but will never be set on a Friday for the following 
Monday.  

▪ Homework projects or extended learning activities will not be given over a holiday, 
as we recognise that children should have a break from school work during holidays.  

 
Assessment and feedback  

▪ Prompt feedback and/or marking is essential. All homework should receive teacher 
feedback within a reasonable amount of time.  

▪ Children should be able to see the link between homework and class centred 
learning 

 
EYFS 
In EYFS children and families have access to an online portal called Early Excellence Tracker.  
For Reception children this will be an opportunity for teachers and parents/carers to share 
work being completed at home and at school so everyone feels part of the learning journey.  
Pupils will also have phonic key rings to support their phonetic development, and once 
issued we believe should be practiced daily by all children  
 
KS1 and KS2 
Children in Years 1- 6 will each have two books to work from each week that is based on 
arithmetic and ‘GPS’ work (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling).  These books are to 
support pupils’ learning by giving a them questions to complete. By completing these each 
week children are reinforcing learning taking place in lessons and committing knowledge 
and skills into their long term memory for later application.  
 
All children 
We believe that, daily reading, practicing of spellings and practicing of 
multiplication/division facts should be completed by all children.  This doesn’t have to be 
seen as a chore but as a valuable time to spend together and can be done in fun and exciting 
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ways e.g. baking cakes in trays and cutting them up to show multiplication facts, reading 
non-fiction books about children’s interests, writing spellings in glitter or shaving foam.  
Teachers will be able to provide more ideas on how to encourage children to practice key 
skills at home.  


