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Overview 

It is the school’s aim to give all pupils the opportunity to experience a rich variety of music. 
This will be done through performing, listening, appraising and composing. Music is a 
universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality 
music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent 
as musicians, and so increase their self- confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As 
pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to 
compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon. 
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Aims 
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a 

vehicle for personal expression, and it can play an important part in a child’s development. 

Therefore, in the Prep School, our aims are:  

▪ To provide opportunities to for all children to sing, play, perform and create music 

with confidence.  

▪ To help children to develop their musical skills, as individuals and in groups.  

▪ To teach children how to appreciate musical forms and styles from a variety of 

cultures and traditions.  

▪ To encourage children to begin to make judgements about the values and quality of 

music. 

Objectives 
Our objectives in the teaching of music are:  

▪ To explore how sounds are made, and how they can be organised into musical 
structures.  

▪ To show how music is produced by a variety of instruments.  
▪ To explore singing as an experience for all to enjoy.  
▪ To investigate how to create and improvise our own music, and learn to write it 

down in a simple form.  
▪ To listen to music and begin to appreciate it with a discerning ear.  
▪ To develop skills in performance. 

 
 
Assessment  
Written work is marked in line with the School’s marking Policy.An individual written report 
is completed at the end of the year and appears as a part of the annual report. Class or 
group compositions are often recorded, and pupils are encouraged to assess their own 
success by listening to their work.  
 

Methods  

We want to make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to 

participate in a variety of musical sessions, through which we aim to build up their 

confidence. This is achieved in the following ways:  

▪ Singing: This lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on 

developing the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. Through 

singing songs, children not only discover what may be a new and exciting skill, but 

they begin to develop their musical ear. They also learn about the structure and 

organisation of music.  

▪ Listening and Appraising: Through listening games and aural tests, pupils learn a vital 

skill for any musician. They learn the importance of focusing on rhythm and pitch, as 

well as listening to others in a group activity, in order for a musical performance to 
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be successful. Pupils also listen to recorded music, in different forms. As they get 

older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer, and to listen to 

more extended pieces of music. They develop descriptive skills in music lessons 

when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions.  

▪ Performing: There are many opportunities in class for performance, whether it be 

singing a simple solo line in a singing activity, taking part in a creative music group, or 

playing a piece on an instrument at a class concert. This is in addition to 

extracurricular instrumental and choral groups.  

▪ Composing: Pupils can enjoy the opportunity to improvise or invent music, showing 

some sense of simple organisation, with a beginning, ending and some overall shape. 

This could use the stimulus of a poem, picture, story or mood. 

 

Planning 
A curriculum programme for all classes is outlined in the Programme of Study and covers all 
aspects of the music National Curriculum.  
 
Cross- Curricular Links  
There are many instances where there are musical links to other areas of the curriculum, in 
particular History, Drama and Technology. This includes the following: 
 

▪ Tudor Music is taught alongside Tudor History. 
▪ Year 5 pupils design and create their own musical instruments in Technology lessons.  
▪ Dramatic musical shows are performed each year. 
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